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on the question of marriage if it had been submitted
separately."x

On the same day that the people accepted the law
on marriage they rejected a law relating to the right
of the Swiss citizens to the franchise. Before 1874
the cantons were sovereign in this matter, and each
of them determined the grounds on which its citi-
zens might be deprived of their political rights. The
result was a great diversity in the laws, especially in
the matter of the franchise of bankrupts and paupers.
These two classes of citizens were treated much more
favourably in the Eomance cantons than in the Ger-
man cantons. The new Constitution of 1874 autho-
rised the Chambers to reduce the laws on the franchise
to uniformity. Accordingly they at once proceeded
to draft an electoral law. This law was rejected by
the people on the 23rd of May 1875. It was pre-
sented again at a later date, and this time was not
only rejected, but rejected by a much larger majority,
This repeated refusal has left the cantons in enjoy-
ment of their ancient independence, and the franchise
is still regulated by each canton according to its own
will and pleasure.

It would be somewhat difficult to say why the
people pronounced against the law of the i8th of
September 1875 on the issue and repayment of
bank notes. I asked a member of the National
Council about it, and he told me that the experts
did not agree. Some wished that the issue shoul$
be absolutely unrestricted, others wished for a mono-

1 B. Nayille, A propqs du Referendum in the Representation propor-
tionnelle, vi. p. 58, Brussels, 1887.